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District of Maximian as Augustus

Coins of the Roman Tetrarchy

Diocletian came to the throne in 284 and in the following year named his general
Maximianus co-augustus and began to manage the empire in two parts—East and West
for purposes of more efficient defense and tax collection. Diocletian’s creation of the
Tetrarchy system in 293 was primarily a means to regularize the succession and to take
it out of the hands of the armies. Diocletian is known as an administrative innovator
who was focused on maintaining the unity and cohesiveness of the Roman Empire.
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The 16 mint cities of the Tetrarchy each struck coins in the names of each of the Tet- Maximianus  Constantius Diocletianus Galerius F ,.smn,,;.,g} \y ) : t : Ly
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